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From: prvs=1376f89b69=mdinsmore@fs.fed.us on behalf of Melissa Dinsmore [mdinsmore@fs.fed.us]
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2009 8:39 AM
To: deano@cityofsitka.com
Cc: Ken W Coffin; Carol A Goularte
Subject: Fw: Revision of Draft Timber Resources Study Plan, Blue Lake hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2230.

Good morning Dean.  The Draft Timber Resources Study Plan, with the revision below is acceptable to the Forest Service.   Thank
you for implementing our request and for your patience.  Regards. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Melissa Dinsmore - Lands Specialist on detail 
Tongass National Forest - Sitka, Alaska
Phone (907) 747-4201  Fax (907) 747-4331
email - mdinsmore@fs.fed.us
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

"Dean Orbison" <deano@cityofsitka.com>

04/07/2009 01:21 PM

To "Melissa Dinsmore" <mdinsmore@fs.fed.us>
cc "Ken Coffin" <kcoffin@fs.fed.us>, "Carole Goularte" <cgoularte@fs.fed.us>, "Christopher

Brewton" <chrisb@cityofsitka.com>, <cascade@cascadeappraisal.com>, "Mike Prewitt"
<cmikeprewitt@aol.com>

Subject Revision of Draft Timber Resources Study Plan, Blue Lake hydroelectric Project, FERC
No. 2230.

Subject:  Revision of Draft Timber Resources Study Plan, Blue Lake hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 2230. 
  
Melissa: 
  
In response to our Draft Timber Resources Study Plan, issued February 26, 2009, your office responded on March 27,
2009 with the following request (in quotes): 
  
“The Forest Service would like the timber to be cruised to include all species down to a 4" diameter in order to
estimate the amount of firewood that could be available.  The data needed for trees with a DBH of 4.0" to 7.6" is
diameter and total tree height.” 
  
The City contacted Cascade Appraisal, the contractor selected to perform the cruise, and inquired about the cost and
other factors involved implementing this request.  Following is their response (in quotes, Cascade’s emphasis
underlined):   
“The Forest Service would like the timber to be cruised to include all species down to a 4" diameter in order to
estimate the amount of firewood that could be available.  The data needed is for trees with a DBH of 4.0" to 7.6"
diameter and total tree height.  It is recommended to accomplish the additional data request that 1/10th acre (37.24’
radius) fixed circular plots be placed to coincide with the variable plot center.  This data would be expanded to a cubic
foot volume for the timbered areas.  The estimated additional cost to add the firewood plots would be $4,200.  This
amount would include the both the additional field work and volume expansion. 
There will also be considerable amount of firewood in graded cull and tops of merchantable trees.  That volume can be
somewhat estimated from the gross to net volumes for those trees.  The USFS has not mentioned this but it would not
add to field work.  Only extension of the inventory would be affected.  The cost would essentially be nothing and we
would not charge you for it.” 
If the data needs and sampling intensity and methods outlined above are acceptable to your office, the City will
finalize the Timber Cruise study plan to include these additions, with the understanding that we will authorize and fund
the additional work at the estimated cost of $4200.   This work will be done to support the Forest Service in their desire
to develop a biomass database for firewood supply, in addition to determining the volume of merchantable timber in
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areas potentially inundated by the Expansion. 
Please let us know at your earliest convenience if this modification is acceptable and we may proceed to finalize the
study plan.  If you have questions or comments, don’t hesitate to contact me at 907-747-1827, or via email at
deano@cityofsitka.com. 
Thanks for your continued participation in the Blue Lake Project Expansion. 
  
Dean   
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