
From:  Tydingco, Troy A (DFG) [troy.tydingco@alaska.gov] 
Sent:  Monday, June 13, 2011 1:26 PM 
To:  Dean Orbison 
Cc:  Miller, Monte D (DFG); Chadwick, Robert E (DFG); Johnson, Shawn L 

(DFG); Fowler, Patrick A (DFG) 
Subject:  RE: Draft Reservoir Access Control Plan, Blue Lake Project ("Project", 

FERC No. 2230) Expansion 
 
Hi Dean‐ I wanted to comment on the draft Reservoir Access Control Plan.  Specifically, I wanted to 
encourage the city to consider other alternatives to putting up a barrier to the lake.   I think that a 
barrier to the lake might be perceived as a loss of access. As you know, Blue Lake is the only road 
accessible lake in which anglers can use motor boats in Sitka.   I looked up the days fished from our 
statewide harvest survey (a surrogate for effort and lake use) and we have data going back to 1996.  In 
1996 we estimated 776 angler days on the lake.  I suggest that this level is already relatively low.  Since 
1996, and the closure of the mill, fishing effort has declined.  Our response rates from the statewide 
harvest survey in recent years haven’t been high enough to estimate effort with great certainty, but 
suggest that the effort is maybe only half or less of what it was 15 years ago.  I assume that the city 
doesn’t intend to further reduce access to the lake as the lake use is already relatively low.  If lake use 
doubled or tripled effort from the last couple of years it would likely not be at the same levels it was in 
the early/mid 90’s.  Under the current plan to leave timber standing  – shore access will not be increased 
– rather I suspect that it will be reduced.  I anticipate that angling opportunities will not be increased 
rather possibly reduced because of the difficulty and safety issues with accessing the shoreline. 
 
If the desire to control access to the lake is a water quality issue, how about some other alternatives 
such as four stroke motors, designated fueling sites or horsepower limitations?  Limiting the size of 
vessel and appropriate hp motors could lead to some safety concerns for boaters.    
 
Thanks for your consideration of this. 
 
Troy Tydingco 
Sitka Area Management Biologist – Sport Fish Division 
907‐747‐5379 
 

From: Dean Orbison [mailto:deano@cityofsitka.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2011 1:49 PM 
To: Steve Reifenstuhl; Richard Enriquez; Clay Davis; Melissa Dinsmore; Carole Goularte; Andrew Thoms; 
Linda Speerstra; Susan Walker; Miller, Monte D (DFG); Johnson, Shawn L (DFG); Tydingco, Troy A 
(DFG); Kanouse, Kate M (DFG); Krauss, Brenda K (DEC); Gann, David J (DNR); Mark Buggins; Forgue, 
Scott A (DEC) 
Cc: Charles Mike Prewitt; Jessica Stockel 
Subject: Draft Reservoir Access Control Plan, Blue Lake Project ("Project", FERC No. 2230) Expansion 
 
To:  Blue Lake Project Expansion Mitigation Meeting Attendees 
From:  Dean 
Subject:  Draft Reservoir Access Control Plan, Blue Lake Hydro Project (FERC No. 2230-044) 
Expansion, City and Borough of Sitka Electric Department ("City"). 
 



Attached please find the Subject plan which will be discussed, in addition to others, at the 
upcoming meeting on May 19, 2011, to which you have been invited. 
 
We would appreciate your review of this plan prior to the meeting, so we might discuss your 
specific requests at the meeting.  
 
In addition to this plan, we'll want to discuss other general proposals for measures to protect, 
mitigate and enhance resources affected by the inundation and water level changes resulting 
from Blue Lake dam raising, including those on fish, wildlife, recreation, vegetation, wetlands 
and subsistence uses. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, don't hesitate to contact me at 907-747-1827, or via email.  
Thanks for your continued participation in the Blue Lake Project Expansion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dean 
 
 
 
 


