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SITKA POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 
Thursday September 3, 2015 

Centennial Hall 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
Chairman Reeves called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Present: Joseph Reeves, Gwen Lazzarini, Lisa Baugher and Don Jones 
City Staff: Assembly Member Swanson, Chief Stevens, Lt. Ewers, SPD Executive 

Assistant Serena Wild 
 

B. AGENDA CHANGES/CORRESPONDENCE 
 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 22, 2015 
Motion: M- Baugher/S- Jones to July 22, 2015 minutes. 
Action:  Motion passed by unanimous consent. 

 
D. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA   

Chief Stevens recognized Lisa Baugher for all the work she did during the landslide and 
for being such a great asset to the recovery efforts.  
 

E. PARKING CITATION HEARING BOARD 
1. Christine & Michael Boyle – came forward, appeal was granted 

2. Tiffany Hanson – submitted a written appeal, appeal was denied 

3. Valorie Nelson – came forward, appeal was granted 

4. William Wilson – submitted a written appeal, appeal was denied 
 

F. REPORTS  
1. Vice Chair – commended the Fire Department on what an amazing job the whole 

department did during the landslide event. 
2. Lt Ewers – reported that the once candidate in the academy was progressing well.  Three 

officers of FTO will soon be done with training and be patrolling on their own.  Officer 
Eccleston has been promoted to detective.   

3. Baugher – complimented Officer Cranford on constant communications from the PD to 
Ops Center during the landslide disaster.  

4. Chief Stevens – gave kudos to 4 members of the Landslide Ops Team, who were in the 
room.  Four landslides occurred August 18th, Sawmill Creek Road, Harbor Mountain 
Road, Kramer Avenue, and Gavin Hill with washouts on both Blue and Green Lake 
Road.  Department of Homeland Security did a damage assessment in conjunction with 
Public Works on the areas affected. During the week of August 15-27, 70 additional calls 
for service occurred thru the FD.  The department would not be able to do all it does 
without the dedication from volunteers.  An oil spill at the mouth on Indian River 
resulting in 17 totes of hazmat waste but the Coast Guard was ready to sign off on the 
clean up.  A fishing vessel sank near Indian River as well, resulting in more hazmat 
waste.   
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G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Recommend to the Assembly to allow P&F to hear bicycle safety violations 

Was determined that it would be too hard to enforce all bicycle laws.  Main focus should 
be educating children on bicycle safety. 

 
H. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Marijuana Advisory Committee Representative  
Jones had volunteered to be on the Committee as a P&F representative.  Ewers 
shared the steps Anchorage was taking regarding to driving under the influence of 
Marijuana and suggested that Sitka follow suit.  Very similar to driving under the 
influence of alcohol.  

2. Jones’ Reflective Bicycling Gear 
Jones shard that Doug Osborne will be at the next meeting with a presentation.  
He showed six different types of reflective gear that he use to wear for safety.   

 
I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Jones believes that the City as a whole needs to be more aware of hazards from 
the mountains.  There are natural history talks at UAS that explain the geology of 
west Baranof Island.  
Reeves resigned from the Commission for personal reasons and feels he wouldn’t 
not be able to give enough time to the Commission.  
 

J. NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS 
Next meeting: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 @ Fire Hall  
Agenda items:  
 

K. ADJOURNMENT 
Reeves adjourned the meeting at 7:07 pm. 


