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SITKA POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Centennial Hall 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
Chair Platson called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Present: Gwen Lazzarini, James Mellema, Loyd Platson and Don Jones 
City Staff: Chief Miller, Chief Schmitt, SPD Executive Assistant Serena Wild 

 
B. AGENDA CHANGES/CORRESPONDENCE 

 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 24, 2016 

Motion: M-Jones/S-Mellema to February 24, 2016 minutes. 
Action:  Motion passed by unanimous consent. 

 
D. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA    

 
E. PARKING CITATION HEARING BOARD 

1. Matthew Lowe – came forward, appeal was denied 
2. Terrence Babb – submitted a written appeal, appeal was denied 
3. Rod Nutting – submitted a written appeal, appeal was denied 

 
F. REPORTS  

1. Vice Chair – attended the recent Assembly meeting to testify on the Safe Streets 
Ordinance.  

2. Chief Schmitt – the first reading of the Safe Streets Ordinance passed and if passed the 
suggestion was to have the fine be a donation to the FD.  Questions were raised about the 
exemptions included in the ordinance; Schmitt stated it was mirroring the State’s 
ordinance.  

3. Chief Miller – was recently in Gustavus conducting a rural firefighting class.  There is a 
big concern about rural communities not have the proper equipment.  April 13-21 in the 
Regional EMS Conference in Sitka.  
 

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Update of Safe Street Ordinance 

Was addressed in reports 
 

H. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Recommend to the Police Chief a lower the speed limit on Observatory Street 

Motion: M-Jones/S-Lazzarini recommend to Chief Schmitt to lower the 
speed limit on Observatory Street. 
Action:  Motion passed by unanimous consent. 

2. Update on Drug Free Communities Grant 
Chair Platson shared that Sitka Counseling had applied for this grant and will find 
out in September if it is awarded.  If awarded it would be $125,000 for ten years 
for the prevention of drug abuse, which in turn would help prevent crime. 

3. Notice of application for the Strategic Prevention Framework-Partnerships for 
Success State Grant 
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Platson also stated that Sitka Counseling applies for this grant, which would be 
$150,000 for four years.  This would be specifically for prescription drug and 
heroin abuse prevention.  

4. Additional Commission responsibilities  
Discussion ensued and idea of examining the speed limit near McDonalds was 
decided on.   

 
I. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  

 
J. NEXT MEETING DATE AND AGENDA ITEMS 

Next meeting: Wednesday, April 27, 2016 @ Fire Hall  
Agenda items: Examine the speed limit on HPR near McDonalds 
  Strategy for PD & FD budget 
  Additional Commission responsibilities  
 

K. ADJOURNMENT 
Platson adjourned the meeting at 7:09 pm. 


