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LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 

March 10, 2016 
Fire Hall 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER – Chief Miller called the meeting to order at 12:05pm. 
 

B. ROLL CALL – (Quorum established with one member present from four different categories.) 

Present:            

Category 2:  Fire Chief Dave Miller  

Category 3:  Ken Fate, PIO; Donna Callistini, Public Education Liason 

Category 4:  Carol Berge 

Category 5:  Trish White, Charles Howlett, Scott Wagner 

Category 6:  Mary Ann Hall 

Absent:   

Category 1:  Mayor McConnell, Assembly Liaison. 

Category 2:  Lt. Jeff Ankerfelt, Sitka PD, Valerie Herrera (resigned) 

Category 3:  Gayle Hammons, Print Media 

Category 4:  Annabel Lund  

Category 6:  Don Jones, vacancy (seat held by Bob Gorman, vacant due to expiration of term) 

Category 7:  Al Stevens, LEPC Coordinator 
 

Others Present: Eric Egeland, GSK Vaccines; Joe Danon, SFD.  
 

C. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA – None. 
 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 M – Berge/S – Hall to approve the minutes of February 11, 2016.  

 Motion carried.   
 

E. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA – None. 
 

F. COMMUNICATIONS. 

1. Trish White received a phone call from a concerned member of the public, Larry 

Calvin. Mr. Calvin has a great depth of personal and historical knowledge of the area. 

He recommended PSA’s warn that in this area in an earthquake event can cause 

several types of tidal changes, not only the kind that recede and then return in a 

tsunami wave. Another dangerous tidal change can be a churning of the current that 

can trap and pull under anyone or thing that might get caught in this current. 

2. Chief Miller reported on the presentation given to the Coast Guard in early March. 

3. Assistant Chief Stevens will retire effective July 1, 2016. He is already taking 

extended leave prior to his retirement. 

4. Budget constraints will likely result in the loss of at least one position. Chief Miller 

would prefer to lose a position(s) through attrition. If necessary, an Engineer would 

be moved into the Assistant Chief position.  
 

G. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Pandemic Committee:  No formal report. 
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 Eric Egeland, of Glaxco, Smith, Kline Vaccines in Anchorage, reported there is an 

outbreak of Dengue Fever on the Big Island of Hawaii. Another company has 

developed and is in the process of licensing a vaccine for Dengue Fever. Currently 

the vaccine is available pre-licensure through the CDC only, to protect the public if 

needed. 
2. HazMat Report – Provided by Joe Danon: 

 Tier II reports were due March 1. The reports are filtering in; only one has been 

submitted on line with the new system. SPD/LEPC is set up with an account for the 

online system. There are some access learning curves for staff to figure out.  

3. Public Information Officer (PIO) Report –  

 Ken Fate has been re-appointed to another 3-year term on LEPC. 

 PSA’s are being updated, and will include recommendations as reported earlier 

under communications. 

 Donna Callestini reported on the print materials being developed with Gayle 

Hammons. Their hope is to compile a small packet that is handy to access and use 

when a need arises. 

 State budget discussion has proposed cut backs to funding public broadcasting in 

the State. LEPC members expressed strong concern that any cut backs to public 

broadcasting would greatly impact the Early Response Network and the abilities of 

first responders and remote communities to respond to emergency(ies). A letter was 

drafted and read aloud in support of funding public broadcasting without further 

reductions.   

 M –White/S – Berge to approve LEPC send a letter in support of Public Broadcasting  

   without further funding cut backs, as proposed in the draft letter, with the  

   addition of remote communities.   

 Motion carried.   
4. Red Cross – None.  

5. Food Committee: None. 
 

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 

I. NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Sitka Community Hospital will perform a surge capacity drill on April 12, and this 

will coincide with a table top on Monday, April 11 and SEREMS disaster drill. 
 

J. COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
1. Donna Callestini asked if anyone would provide ICS training once Assistant Chief Stevens 

retires. Chief Miller supposed there would be no one providing ICS training. 
 

K. SET NEXT MEETING AGENDA/DATE(S)  
Regular Meeting Date: monthly on the 2nd Thursday, noon at the Fire Hall. 

The next regular meeting will be Thursday, April 14, 2016, noon at the Fire Hall. 
 

M. ADJOURNMENT: 

 M – Wagner/S – Danon to adjourn.  

 Motion carried. 
 Chief Miller adjourned the meeting at 12:32 pm. 

MINUTES PREPARED BY:  
G. J. Peterson, Contract Secretary, City of Sitka 


