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Marijuana	Advisory	Committee	Minutes	
Friday,	October	30,	2015	6:00pm	
Sealing	Cove	Business	Center	

	
Committee	Members:		

Levi	Albertson,	Andrew	Hames,	Joseph	D’Arienzo,	Dr.	Myron	Fribush,		
Kitty	Sopow,	Darrell	Windsor,		

Steven	Eisenbeisz,	Bob	Potrzuski	

	

I. CALL	TO	ORDER	
Chair	Albertson	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	approximately	6:09pm.	

	
II.	 ROLL	CALL	

Present:		Levi	Albertson,	Joseph	D’Arienzo,	Darrell	Windsor,	Steven	Eisenbeisz,	Bob	Potrzuski,	
Kitty	Sopow	(arrived	at	6:57).	
Absent:	Andrew	Hames	(excused),	Dr.	Myron	Fribush	(excused),		
Staff:	Municipal	Attorney	Robin	Koutchak,	Paralegal	Reuben	Yerkes	
	

		III.	 	AGENDA	CHANGES	–	Windsor	added	“persons	to	be	heard	to	the	end	of	the	agenda,				
	 	going	forward.	
	
IV.	 APPROVAL	OF	MINUTES	–	M	‐	Windsor/	S	‐	D’Arienzo‐	motion	passed	unanimously		
	 	
		V.	 PERSONS	TO	BE	HEARD/CORRESPONDENCE:			
	 Royce	Wrath,	asked	that	the	Committee	not	over	think	things,	such	that	the	process	of	

applying	becomes	overly	difficult	for	applicants.				
	 		
VI.		 REPORTS	–		
	
VII.	 UNFINISHED	BUSINESS	–		

	
VIII.	 NEW	BUSINESS	–		

	 City	Attorney	Koutchak	talked	about	the	proposed	ordinance	attempting	to	clarify								
																		how	the	LRA	would	be	staffed	and	organized.		Recommended	they	review	it	and																
																		make	recommendations	for	revision.		

		
	 Potruzski	expressed	his	support	for	the	ordinance,	based	on	his	cursory	review.	

	 Chair	Albertson	asked	if	the	Committee	has	the	legal	authority	to	take	the				
responsibility	of	the	LRA.		City	Attorney	Koutchak	explained	that	the	Committee	
wasn’t	given	the	authority,	but	that	it	is	asking	for	it	via	the	proposed	ordinance.	
	
Eisenbeisz	expressed	concern	under	“Duties	and	Responsibilities”	it	should	be	
stated	and	to	work	with	the	State	and	to	hear	complaints.		In	the	long	term	the	
Committee	would	have	to	likely	have	disciplinary	hearings.		The	Committee	
discussed	revisions	to	the	“Duties	and	responsibilities”	section	of	the	proposed	
ordinance.			
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Eisenbeisz	asked	if	the	Committee	wanted	to	advise	both	the	Administrator	and	the	
Assembly.		Potruszki	said	that	he	was	comfortable	having	both	expressly	stated	in	
the	proposed	ordinance.		Potrzuski	also	asked	if	he	could	have	the	permission	of	the	
Committee	to	speak	to	the	school	board	about	having	a	person	on	the	future	board.		
The	Committee	agreed.			
	
Eisenbeisz	asked	how	members	of	the	body	felt	about	having	two	Assembly	
members	on	the	Committee	as	voting	members.		All	members	present	expressed	that	
they	were	comfortable	with	the	current	arrangement.				
	
Eisenbeisz	said	that	he	would	like	to	add	language	to	the	sunset	clause,	saying	that	
this	body	would	only	sunset	upon	the	establishment	of	an	LRA.		“If	no	permanent	
body	is	designated	by	Feb.	24	2016,	this	body/committee	shall	continue	as	the	LRA	
until	a	permanent	body	is	created”.		City	Attorney	Koutchak	agreed	that	this	
language	protects	the	cities	interests	in	its	ability	to	collect	fees.	

	
PERSONS	TO	BE	HEARD:						
Aaron	Bean	clarified	the	State	schedule	for	issuance	of	various	licenses.		He	asked	
that	info	on	applications	be	kept	confidential.			
	
Jay	Stelzenmuller	expressed	his	concern	about	use	of	marijuana	by	underage	people.		
Would	like	to	see	language	designating	some	of	the	money	brought	in	by	fees	to	
education.		He	said	that	he	would	like	to	see	the	whole	operation	in	Sitka,	suggesting	
the	Committee	use	the	State	laws	on	prohibition	of	importation.	
	
Eric	Van	Veen	felt	that	putting	any	money	into	efforts	to	educate	youth	would	be	
redundant	given	that	it	is	a	parent’s	job	to	tell	kids	about	drugs.			

	
IX.	 ADJOURNMENT	

	

A. 		Agenda	items	for	next	meeting.		
Monday	November	2:		Chair	Albertson	would	like	to	discuss	designating	someone	from	the	
body	to	discuss	issues	with	the	State	marijuana	board,	as	a	liaison.			
Discussion	of	a	timeline	for	issues	the	Committee	needs	to	address.										
			

B. 		Set	next	meeting	date.			
Monday	November	2	
Friday	November	6	

	
M	 –	Windsor/S	 Potruszki	 ‐	moved	 to	 adjourn	 at	 approximately	 7:21pm.	 	Motion	
carried	unanimously.	

	
Attest:	

Reuben	Yerkes,	Paralegal	
 


