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How is the Fish Box Tax
reported?
• Sitka General Code 4.09.010(C)
states that “This tax shall be …
collected by whoever packages the
fish and/or seafood caught or taken
by the fish charter customer.”
This means that the “processor” or
whoever packages the fish and/or
seafood must remit the tax to the
City and Borough of Sitka even if
the Charter business collects it on
behalf of the processor or chooses
to pay it on behalf of their
customers. The Charter business
must pass all collected tax on to the
“processor” to remit to the City and
Borough of Sitka.

Case Scenario 1
• Charter business offers an all
inclusive package that includes
packaging for two (2) fifty pound
(50 lb.) fish boxes. The Charter
business does it’s own packaging.
The customer catches fish and/or
seafood and takes home two (2)
fish boxes.
The Charter business would show on
it’s own business sales tax return 2
fish boxes and remit $20.00 in fish
box tax.

SAMPLE Charter/Processor Business

2 containers x
$10.00 each
listed here for a
total of $20.00
fish box tax
reported here

Case Scenario 2
• Charter business offers an all inclusive
package for 2 days/3 nights for $2,080.00
that includes packaging for two (2) fifty
pound (50 lb.) fish boxes. The fish and/or
seafood that is caught by the customer is
delivered to a local processor where it is
packaged and two (2) fish boxes are
delivered to the airport for the customer
to take home.
The Charter business would continue to
deduct the tax out of his gross sales
however would pay the tax for 2 fish
boxes ($20.00) to the processor who
would reflect it on the processor’s tax
return as the processor is the one who
packaged the fish.

SAMPLE Charter Business

$2,000.00 reported
here as service
($2,080.00 less
$60.00 sales tax and
$20.00 fish box tax)
$1,000.00 over the
taxable limit
reported here
$1,000.00 worth of
taxable receipts
$60.00 worth of
Sales Tax

No Fish Box Tax
reported
here…paid to
processor to report
and to remit to CBS

SAMPLE Processor Business

2 containers x
$10.00 each
listed here for a
total of $20.00
fish box tax
reported here

Questions
• What if the customer only catches
enough fish and/or seafood to take
home one (1) box of fish but was
allotted two (2) in the package?
The Charter business would need to
refund to his customer that amount
of tax that wasn’t charged if it had
not already been paid to the
processor and remitted to the City
and Borough of Sitka. If the
Charter business had already paid
the tax to the processor who would
have already remitted it to the City
and Borough of Sitka, the customer
would need to submit a request for
refund of fish box tax paid to the
City and Borough of Sitka.

Case Scenario 3
•

Charter business offers an all inclusive package
for 2 days/3 nights for $2,080.00 that includes
packaging for two (2) fifty pound (50 lb.) fish
boxes. The fish and/or seafood that is caught by
the customer is delivered to a local processor
where it is packaged and three (3) fifty pound (50
lb) fish boxes and one (1) three pound (3 lb)
snack pack are delivered to the airport for the
customer to take home.

The Charter business would continue to deduct the
tax out of his gross sales however would pay the
tax for 2 fish boxes ($20.00) to the processor who
would reflect it on the processor’s tax return as
the processor is the one who packaged the fish
and/or seafood. The processor would need to
collect an additional $20.00 worth of fish box tax
from the charter customer as well as any
additional costs (processing, packaging, sales tax,
etc.) that may be associated with the extra boxes
upon delivery of the packages.

SAMPLE Charter Business

$2,000.00 reported
here as service
($2,080.00 less
$60.00 sales tax and
$20.00 fish box tax)
$1,000.00 over the
taxable limit
reported here

$1,000.00 worth
of taxable
receipts
$60.00 worth of
Sales Tax
No Fish Box Tax
reported
here…paid to
processor to
report and to
remit to CBS

SAMPLE Processor Business

4 containers x
$10.00 each
listed here for a
total of $40.00
fish box tax
reported here

Case Scenario 4
• Charter business offers a day
charter for $300.00 plus sales tax
for a total of $318.00 and the
customer takes the fish and/or
seafood off the boat in 1 cooler and
1 garbage bag without a direct
delivery to a processor.
The Charter business will collect the
fish box tax in the amount of $20.00
from the customer based upon the
number of containers or “fish
boxes” that contain fish and/or
seafood removed from his boat and
remit this tax on the charter
business’s tax return.

SAMPLE Charter Business
$300.00 reported
here as service

$300.00 worth of
taxable receipts

$18.00 worth of
Sales Tax
2 containers x
$10.00 each
listed here for a
total of $20.00
fish box tax
reported here

Additional Information
• The processor will need to know whether
the fish and/or seafood were caught on a
charter boat or not and then if the fish box
tax has already been paid to the day
charter operator or isn’t charged because
fish and/or seafood was caught by a nonpaying charter guest (proof of payment
would need to be documented). The
processor will need to keep detailed
records of all fish boxes packaged
whether subject to fish box tax or not.
• At the end of the season, the charter
operators and/or processors may be
required to provide documentation to
reconcile this fish box tax to the City and
Borough of Sitka.
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